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 ERA-Net stands for Networking the European Research Area 
and is financed by the European Commission’s 6th EU research 
framework programme

 The ERA-Net scheme is/was thematically opened
 ERA-Nets are networking national (and regional) research 

programmes, prepare and execute transnational activities among 
the partaking programmes/countries

 ERA-Nets is becoming an important research infrastructure 
complementary to the EU research framework programmes
(7th EU-FP is now on the way with even stronger emphasis on 
ERA-Net) and national research programmes

 UBA-A successfully submitted CIRCLE SSA in 2004 and 
CIRCLE CA in 2005 as Coordinator

ERA-Net means I
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 Step 1:
Systematic exchange

of information
and best practice

Step 2:
Identification and

analysis of common
strategic issues

Step 3:
Development of first

joint activities between
the programmes

Step 4:
Preparatory activities re-
garding the implemen-
tation of transnational

research activities

overarching:

Management and communication
Stepwise deepening of integration level

Creating an ERA-NET CA with a structuring impact on the ERA

                 SSA

                                      

       CA

ERA-Net means II
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Thematic scope of CIRCLE
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 CIRCLE’s partnership:
– From seven partner countries in CIRCLE SSA to now
– 25 partner institutions from 17 partner countries (including 

observers) for CIRCLE CA
• more countries might join as observers until 2009

Partnership
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European Commission

Advisory Board
Policy Branch

Science Branch

Executive Board
consisting of

Coordinator
supported by
Secretariat

WorkPackage 
leaders

Management
WorkPackage

(“LEAD”)

  WorkPackages

…Task TaskTaskTask

Contractors
Committee
containing all

consortium members
In case of need:

Programme Owners
Committee

In case of need:
Certain task

leaders

CIRCLE bodies
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CIRCLE results so far I

Country Report
 One main base for our 

work
 available for all over 

Europe

In-depth information on:
 National research 

programmes, 
landscapes & contacts

 Vulnerabilities and 
driving forces

 Impact assessments
 Adaptation measures
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 Further analysis of the 
scientific content of the 
CIRCLE partner 
programmes

CIRCLE results so far II
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 Analysis of national 
programmes/projects and their 
management/administration

Universities/
Research Institutes

Scientific 
Boards
(experts-
stakeholders)

Companies

Ministry/
Organisa-
tion proVision-AT

FIPPGC-FI

SPCC-SE

DEKLIM-DE

GICC-F

CCA-HU
COPE-SE VAHAVA-HU

NWO-NL

NRP-NL

Distribution

Final 
decision

month

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

GICC-F

ProVision-A

DEKLIM-DE

VAHAVA-HU

CCA-HU

FIPPGC-FI

SPCC-SE

COPE-SE Call

Evaluation

Detailed planning

Second evaluation

Decision

Decision to final
arrangements

CIRCLE results so far III
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Conclusion I

 24 programmes detected and described
(which means that CIRCLE covers almost ¾ of national 
funded CLIMA* programmes)

 all relevant contacts incorporated
 some regional gaps of national programmes are still 

existing (e.g. SE Europe)
 no information on regional programmes yet
 getting information was not always easy
 programmes average lifetimes are 3-5 years (regular 

updates are necessary!)

*stands for CLimate IMpacts and Adaptation
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Conclusions II

 different national research landscapes and 
geographical settings determine different 
scientific foci

 still the majority of programmes puts emphasis 
on natural sciences, BUT shift is visible, most 
new programmes embrace socio-economic 
sciences

 integration of adaptation measures gets more 
and more important

 builds base for “complementarity search” leading 
towards joint/transnational activities
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Conclusions III

 for most cases: administrative settings allow 
transnational cooperation

 some administrative problems to be solved for 
joint/transnational activities:
schedules of the programme (frequency of calls)
common evaluation procedure
mechanism on final decisions for funding
handling of common budgets,…

BUT for most of the programmes an 
internationalisation via ERA-Net is most 
welcome, so that “hurdles” will be overcome
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Matrix of work planning

FULFILLEARN PLAN CONNECT

II IVIIII

CONTINUE2

SPREAD4

LEAD1

GROUP3
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WP GROUP and possible 
integration of RUS

 Within WP GROUP, CIRCLE implements the possibility to 
develop work programmes dedicated to specific sets of impacts 
and/or similar socioeconomic conditions

 Foreseen are: MED GROUP (cp. ppt Gérard BEGNI, Filipe 
Duarte SANTOS et al.), Nordic countries, Atlantic/coastal 
countries and Central and Eastern European States (CEES)
– Note: concerning research cooperation, Europe extends from 

the shores of the Atlantic all the way to Wladiwostok!
 Within CIRCLE CEES close cooperation among central and 

eastern European countries should be envisaged (strong input 
from RUS is very much welcome!) and an “Eastern”/continental 
climate emphasis should be integrated into the CIRCLE work 
programme

 CIRCLE might be a very useful tool to stronger couple Russian 
research in the field of CLIMA to the “rest of Europe”
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

CLIMA projects running from
    CIRCLE joint calls

Joint CIRCLE 
    working programmes
    (lasting beyond 2009)

Joint central unit
    which handles
    the continuation
    of CIRCLE

Propose
    an FP7
    E
    R
    A
Net+

H
A
R
D

F
A
C
T
S



Having
 had staff
exchange

among
CIRCLE partners

Avoided some
duplication in CLIMA
research by aligning

our research agendas

Made use of some
infrastructural synergies

S
O
F
T

F
A
C
T
Smaintain CIRCLE as one of the

    “best-practice ERA-Nets”
Co-operating with neighbouring
    ERA-Nets to the degree possible

R E P U T A T I O N

CIRCLE in 2009



<July 2006, ENVIROMIS> <Martin König, Austrian Federal Environment Agency> <16/17>

CIRCLE

marinERA

BiodivERsA

EuroPolar SKEP

CRUE

IWRM.Net

Possible cooperation

URBAN

CIRCLE-related ERA-Nets
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Martin König (CIRCLE coordinator)
T +43 1 31304-5961
F +43 1 31304-3700
circle@circle-era.net

Most important deliverables/reports from 
CIRCLE SSA under:
www.umweltbundesamt.at/circle

CIRCLE CA portal at: 
www.circle-era.net

More information on CIRCLE

http://www.umweltbundesamt.at/circle
http://www.umweltbundesamt.at/circle
http://www.circle-era.net/

